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To THK SAMK,
'1)KAK   SlU,
4 1 am going 1° write upon a question which requires more knowledge of local law, and more acquaintance with the general rules of inheritance, than I. can claim; but \ write, because you request it.
'Land is, like any other possession, by natural right wholly in the [lower of its present owner; and may be sold, given, or bequeathed, absolutely or conditionally, as judgment shall direct, or passion incite,
1 Hut natural right would avail little without the protection of law; and the primary notion of law is restraint in the exercise of natural right. A man is therefore, in society, not fully master of what he calls his own, but he still retains all the power which law does not take from him.
1 In the exercise of the right which law either leaves or gives, regard is to be paid to moral obligations.
'Of the estate which we are now considering, your father still retains such possession, with such power over it, that he can sell it, and do with the money what he will, without any legal impediment, lint when he extends his power beyond his own life, by settling the order of succession, the law makes your consent necessary.
' Let us .suppose that he sells the land to risk the money in some specious adventure, and in that adventure loses the whole; his posterity would be disappointed; but they could not think themselves injured or robbed. If he spent it upon vice or pleasure, his successors could only call him vicious and voluptuous; they could not say that he was injurious or unjust.
'He that may do more may do less, lie that, by selling, or squandering, may disinherit a whole; family, may certainly disinherit part, by a partial settlement.
' Laws are formed by the manners and exigencies of particular times, and it is but accidental that they last longer than their causes: the limitation of feudal succession to the male arose from the obligation of the tenant to attend his chief in war,
'As times and opinions are always changing, I know not whether it be not usurpation to prescribe rules to posterity, by presuming to judge of what we cannot know: and I know not whether I fully approve either your design or your father's, to limit that succession which descended to you unlimited. If we are to leave sartum tectmn?
1 The technical term in Knrmm law (or a buikling m good repair.
to proprietor of an eMitte. is of the blood of the first purchaser. Hut supposing si pedigree to be carefully authenticated through all its bruwhes, instead *>f mere pn^itfatiiy there will be a certainly that thf nt*rf\t Iff If Mtt/t'.ti/ it'Jnttri't-r j>tr/t><ft has the name right of blood with the lu'.Hl heir mule, namely, thf original purchaser's ddtst son. BOSWKU,.
